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Dear Friends,

Looking back, 2021 was a year of signifi cant progress as we emerged 
from the restrictions of the pandemic and established a new normal for 
socialization. Each step forward required adjustments in our services, but 
we are now better equipped for changes in the future. We are thankful 
for our capable staff, dedicated volunteers, and conscientious Board of 
Directors, as well as our very generous donors. Each component plays a 
vital role in our response to the needs of Darien seniors.  

We are gradually seeing greater demand for our services, as seniors 
resume regular activities. Transportation continues to be our primary focus 
and each week the calls for rides, free of charge to all Darien residents 
60 years and older, increase. The past two years have been very diffi cult for 
our senior neighbors. Dedicated volunteers have continued to regularly offer 
shopping and visitation for those who need support and companionship 
throughout these unusual times.  

The Fall brought a signifi cant acknowledgement of our importance to the 
community from the Darien Foundation. With their funding, we purchased 
a new handicapped equipped van to replace an older version. We are so 
very grateful for this gift, that provides our riders with updated safety and 
comfort as they travel to appointments and social commitments.

Recently, we bid a fond farewell to our outstanding Executive Director, 
Gina Blum, who led the organization for almost 11 years. She has guided 
our mission and developed our programs throughout her tenure. We wish 
her good luck as she assumes a full-time position in a neighboring town.

The following report highlights some of our more outstanding 
achievements of 2021. We are overwhelmingly grateful for our wonderful 
community of supporters. With your help, we continue to evolve and 
grow, adjusting our services to the needs of Darien seniors. A remittance 
envelope is included should you wish to donate to our effort.

Sincerely,

Susan M. Bhirud
President of the Board of 

Directors of At Home In Darien

Like us on Facebook 

Connect with us on Instagram
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Aiden Amirsakis
Drew Amirsakis
Frank Bambace
Nicole Bastoni
Lois Berry
Brittany Blau
Chris Blau
Caroline Blum
Marlena Bonafide
Sam Bridges
D. Michael Bruno
Michael Brush
Gail Calder
William Carney
Reva Corrigan
Nino Cruz
Lucinda Cullen
Dance on the DL 
Sandie DeFilippis
Roxann Deltuva
Elizabeth DeLuca
Sonia Dickson and  
   Neighborly Missions of  
   the Darien United  
   Methodist Church 
Paulette Douglas
Kathy Eder
Peter Eder
Sue Ellen Evangelista

Matthew Fisher
Val Freund
Melissa Garbien
Joshua Herbert Jr.
Holmes Girl Scouts  
   Daisy Troop 50326 
Claire Hunter
Ginny Jamison
Janice Jennings
Barbara Scanlon Jessup
Dominique Johnson
Rosemary Jordon
Larry Jost
Katherine Kahn
Jack Kane
Christine Lacerenza
Sally Laird
Marti Lanese
Michael LeMoult
Cris Leone
Grace Liu
James McCormack
Susan McGoldrick
Anne McGuire
Middlesex Girl Scout  
   Troop 50847 
Nina Miller 
Donna Murray
Jessica Nichols

Sue Okie
Erika Osherow
Ellen Powis
Carol Reed
Caitlin Reynolds
Kyle Rothchild
Melissa Ryan
Neenu Sharma
Pragun Shrama
Carter Shea
Ben Smith
Kevin Solorzano
Peter Sosnow
Barbara Thorne
Jillian Treacy
Natalie Treacy
John Watt
Mark Weber
Westhill Girl Scout  
   Troop 50502 
Robin Woods
Sophia Zanga

SNOW SHOVELERS
Brian Chen
Dylan Demark
Emily Dimonekas
Olivia Durbin
Andrew Ferguson

Liza Klingman
Liam McBride
Jason Rideout
Sophie Smith
Jake Wilson
Nicky Yoo

LEAF RAKERS
Church of Latter  
   Day Saints Youth 
   Darien Ward
Community Fund 
   of Darien’s Thriving  
   Youth Task Force
Darien YMCA  
   Adventure Guides 
   and Princesses
Ice Cats 
Jr. Whalers 
   Ice Hockey Team
St. Thomas More 
   Youth Group  
   of Darien
The Hopper Family
Grace Liu
The Ventker Family
The Vicente Family
The Wheeler Family

Volunteer with us!  
The rewards are amazing!  

Help strengthen our  
community, give back, and  

make a difference!
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Susan Bhirud, President
Monica Billeter, Vice President
William Carney, Vice President
John Hess, Vice President
Peter Sosnow, Vice President
Tamsin Sickinger, Secretary
James Metzger, Treasurer
Bob Baylis
Mark Bergen
Peter Carnes
Amy Harned
Barbara Scanlon Jessup
John Keating
Michael Nedder
Sue Okie
Robin Woods
Marianne Paterniti, Darien Library
Beth Paris, Darien Senior Programs at  
Mather Center
Ali Ramsteck, Darien Human Services

The At Home In Darien Board of Directors would like to thank John Bartlett, M.S. Koly, Elisabeth 
Marrocolla, Diane Schlinkert and Alison Wright, for their service on the Board which was completed 
in December 2021.

2022 BOARD MEMBERS

At Home In Darien’s financial condition 
remains healthy and stable. Private donations 
from members of the Darien community 
provide the primary source of our funding. 
We thoughtfully and responsibly spend funds 
to offer free services and assistance for the 
benefit of Darien seniors, allowing them to 
continue living independently at home, socially 
engaged in our community.

OUR FINANCES
2021 EXPENSES

Total   $211,637

Programs — $172,963 - 74%

Management & General — $22,634 - 11%

Fundraising — $16,040 - 8%

Contributions 

Grant Income 

In-kind Contributions 

Interest Income

2021 REVENUE

Total   $271,840

$217,464

$40,370

$12,038

$1,968

Jake Wilson and Jason Rideout coordinated volunteers 
for the snow shoveling program.

Intergenerational connections are formed when  
seniors & volunteers come together.

OUR 2021 VOLUNTEERS



www.AtHomeInDarien.org     203-655-2227www.AtHomeInDarien.org              203-655-2227

Our Accomplishments

2,098 Rides door-to-door in our sedan or handicapped accessible van

736 Calls for advice and assistance from seniors and their families connecting them to assistance in the community

166 Referrals to trusted service providers including property and home maintenance services for peace of mind

1,496   Volunteer hours – hands on service for grocery shopping, check in calls, removal of snow from public
   sidewalks, and leaf raking

2,651 Half price taxi vouchers sold for affordable on demand transportation

1,241 Birthday cards – and gifts mailed to seniors 75+

283 Membership cards sent to Darien residents who turned 60

Recording local podcast Now We’re Talking 
Darien—in the studio, Peter Sosnow, 
Gina Blum and Taylor Carter.

Students from Dance on the DL created gifts and 
cards to bring love to seniors on Valentine’s Day.

At Home In Darien’s Annual Meeting - State 
Representative Terrie Wood, At Home In 
Darien’s Board President Susan Bhirud, and 
Attorney General of CT William Tong.

Volunteers spent 259 combined hours 
assisting seniors with leaf clean-up.

Marti Lanese, Volunteer of the Year 2021.

At Home In Darien
would like to thank Gina 
Blum for her 10 years of 
service. We wish her all 
the best as she continues 
to support seniors in a 
neighboring town.

Volunteer Erika Osherow painted inspiring 
rocks as gifts for seniors.

Volunteer Reva Corrigan delivered Spring gift 
bags to Seniors.

2021 Year At A Glance

from seniors and their families connecting them to assistance in the community

Your Name Here

203.655.2227

AtHomeInDarien.org

2 Renshaw Road

Darien, CT 06820



We thank all donors for supporting us and allowing us to provide important services to Darien seniors.
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We apologize for any omission from this listing.  If an error has occurred, please contact us for future reference.

OUR DONORS

BENEFACTOR
Annie and Jon Burleigh,  
   The O’Herron Family Foundation
Harold W. McGraw III
Judy Rodriguez
Anna and Ernie Steiner

LEADER
Benoit Jamar
Belinda and James Metzger
Tricia and David Rogers
Diane and Leo Schlinkert
Mary and Michael Tangney
Pat and Albertus van den Broek

PATRON
Anonymous
Ned Goodnow, The Goodnow Fund
Robin and Richard Woods

PARTNER
Anonymous (2)
Mike Armstrong
Jean and Robert Baker
Kaye and James Barker
Candy and John Bartlett
Lois and Robert Baylis
Susan and Suresh Bhirud
Monica and Todd Billeter
Debbie and Mark Blackman
The Meredith & Whitney  
   George Family Foundation
Nancy and Steven Grune
Amy and Peter Harned
Cindy and Randall Heck
Ingrid and John Hess
Diana J. Kalman
Frank R. Knapp
M.S. Koly
Ann S. Mandel
Rob Minicucci
Margie and Lance Minor
Tink and Jeff Neubert
The Piccaro Family
Julie and John Potter
Graciela Rodriguez
Maureen and Joe Roxe,  
   The Roxe Foundation
Anju and Joseph Simon
Nancy and John Sommi
Elizabeth and Peter Sosnow
Kerry and Jed Stevens
Merrill and Richard van den Broek

SUPPORTER
Anonymous (7)
Billie and Peter Anker
Vanda McGlade Baker
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Ball
Sally and John Bassler
Mr. and Mrs. F. Jed Becker
Peter Biggins
Debbie and Peter Carnes
Deborah and William Carney
Amy and John Cholnoky
Nancy and Robert Cudd for  
   Higley Foundation
Cynthia Ferreira and Brian Cullen
Bebe and John Fisher
Juliet Forrester and the  
   Gilbert Alexandre Fund
Julie and Davin Gebauer
Penny and Ed Glassmeyer
Brenda and Alan Greene
Deidre and Ed Hogan
Elissa and Hartwell Hylton
John C. Keating Jr.
Ann Lang
Emily and Michael Lyons
Robert Martin
Evalyn and Stephen Milman
Bob Noonan
Suzanne Okie
Sue and Jim Ozanne
Marta and Jim Phillips
Nan Rondepierre
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rusin
Margaret and Daniel Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Spillane
Barbara Close and Paul Swirbul
Myriam and Susana Torre
Carlyle and David Upson
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolcott
Terrie and Jay Wood
Melissa Ziegler

FRIEND
Anonymous (8)
Joan and Ed Barksdale
Tricia and David Barton
Annie and Eric Baurmeister
Joan and Mark Bergen
Lois Berry
Nancy and Russell Brewer
Peggy and Jim Brown
Ronald Buttendorf
Mimi Griffith and Jim Cameron
Nancy C. Cammann

Nancy D. Cannon
Marian Castell
Barbara Conrad
Marina and Keith Davey
Elizabeth and David Dever
Gay and Denny Devere
Marjorie and Ian Duncan
Mardi and David Durkin
Yvette and Peter Eenkema Van Dijk
The Eppley Family
Pamela and Bruce Ferguson
Janet M. Fisher
Millyn and Eric Gaaserud
Mary and Bill Genco
Carol and Ward Glassmeyer
Nancy and Stephen Gramps
Janienne P. Hackett
The Hagey Family Fund
Norah Mahon and Todd Howell
Alison and Robert Hughes
Mary and William Johnston
Lisa and Tom Joyce
Martha and Frank Kugler
Marti Lanese
Debbie and Ken Lang
Kate and Steve Larson
Kathy and John Lavery
Debbie and Jed Lawrence
Kathleen McDermott
Laurie and Tom McGrath
Susanne Handler and Todd Meck
Barbara and James Moltz
Neville R. Mulock
Christine Munro
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Murphy
Dale and John O’Brien
Lesley and John Osborn
Kimberly and Brian Osgood
Patricia Palmer
Elizabeth Pellegrini
Peggy Peoples
George Reilly
Martha Rhein
Janet and Bruce Sargent
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schmidt-Fellner
Fritz Schweitzer
Janet P. Seidler
Kathleen Shanahan
Claudia and Kevin Sheehan
Lynn and John Sheppard
Tamsin and Tim Sickinger
Akiko and Barry Silver
Michelle and John Sini Jr.
Cindy and John Sites
Aileen and Dan Skolds
Hester and Ben Smith
Charlotte and John Suhler
Callie Sullivan
Janet and Tom Taylor
The Tuvlin Family
Meg and Jim Tweedy
Molly and David Watkins
Kelly and Dave Wheeler
Gretchen and Tom Witschi
Phyllis and Steven Yavner

NEIGHBOR
Anonymous (13)
Barbara Adams
Jen and Daniel Anderson
Alyssa and Chris Angelbeck
Pat Atkin
Georgia and Roger Bacon
Dorothy W. Baker
Mary and William Ball
Susan and David Ballard
Sally and Bill Banks
April and Jim Barker
Nancy and Bill Battey
Bill Bellis
Peter Berardino
Alane Bikovsky
Donna Bonfiglio
Ann Bowling
Jane and John Branigan
Anne-Lise Brown
Agnes and Macdonald Budd
DeAnne and James Calcagnini
Meg and Rob Campbell
Linda and Tom Carruthers
Henry Cavanna
Louis J. Ciabattoni
Joan M. Collins
Debbie and John Colon
Carol and David Crikelair
Frank Crupi Jr.
Carmen Molinas and  
   Mark DeAngelis
Dhun N. Deboo
The Del Col Family
Stephanie and John DeVita
Lucille Dolcetti
Marilyn and Dan Dolcetti
Barbara Dordelman
Sandra Drimal
Joanne and John Driscoll
Thomas L. Dunn
Wanda and Thomas Dunn

Kathy and Peter Eder
Dawn and Pat Edgar
Janet and Robert Fiske
Denise and Steve Fogarty
Ursula and Charles Forman
Sheree and David Frank
Diane D. Fuller
Cathy and Frank Gallagher
Patricia and Michael Gallo
Susan and Joe Garofoli
Deborah and Jack Gault
Josephina Gill
Jennifer Glossoti
Katherine Gogolak
Maryanne Granath
Alan Kirk Gray
Karen and Michael Gregorich
Dom Guglielmo
Jennifer Gulden
Marie Hackett
The Hagens
Susan and Jeff Hamill
Carole and John Hansen
Mr. and Mrs. William Harnisch
Robin and Darrell Harvey
Hawe Team
Robin Hayes
Ali and Greg Healy
Joan Hendrickson
Liz and Josh Herbert
Marikay and Robert K. Herdman
Anne and By Hires
Heather Winters and Cary Holcomb
Autumn and Thomas Howard
Susan and Tom Igoe
Alyson and Henry Johnson
Jennifer and Rodney Johnson
Robert W. Joseph
Kate and Jon Kaplan
The Karchers
Lynn and Dennis Kelly
Molly Kenyon
Judith Kilmartin
Barbara and Stephen Kisken
Elizabeth and Michael Klein
Maryann and Paul Knag
Ulla Kremer
Susan and Bill Lattimer
Cate and Bill Leach
Kendra and Michael Lee
Jennifer and Robert Lia
Judi Linskey
Leslie and Kevin Lloyd
Winifred and Thomas Lom
Jo Lombardo
Mary and Joe Lopiano
Wyn and John Lydecker
Marie and Justin Maccarone
Rosemary and David Mace
Chris and Ed Malley
Thomas Markey
Lisa Mason
Eve and JP Mauger
Leslie McCabe
Charles McCaghey
Teresa McCaslin
Ann and Gordon McKee
Ellen and Ed Melton
Mary Lou and Phil Meyer
Joan and Bob Meyjes
Charles Scott Miller
Nina Miller
Kathy and Bob Monro
Ginger and Howard Morgan
Maia and Robert Morse
Anne and Pat Mullin
Julie and Dan Murphy
Caroline and Tony Murray
Cindy and Harry Musikas
The Ochman Family
Nicholas Ord
Alice Mae Orr
Elise and James Patrick
Rob Perkin
Kerry and James Plutte
Anne and Jim Pugliese
Jane and Steve Renaud
Rosemary and Rob Roberto
Cindy and John Ryan
Sally and Everett Schenk
Sally and John Schlachtenhaufen
Susan and Chip Schroeder
Susan and Rusty Shriner
David M. Sinclair
Nancy R. Dauk
Raymond Slavin
Joanne and Shap Smith
Sheila Smith
Janet and David Soskin
Woody Spurgeon
Cathleen and Chris Stack
Mary Anne and Bob Stelben
Christie and Rick Stone
Leslie Sutcliffe
Carol and Bill Tamme
Ruth Taubl
Anne Marie and Frank Taylor
Harriette Thorne

Maureen and Bernard Topper
Barbara and John Trainer
Karol Lee and Ray Trismen
Michele and John van der Kieft
Alison and James Von Klemperer
Lisa and Bert Von Stuelpnagel
Donna and Robert Walker
Kim and Jim Walsh
Jane and Bill Waters
Luci Watson
Linda N. Weaver
Diane and David Whelen
Morgan Whittier
Thomas M. Williams

DONOR
Anonymous (7)
Robin and Jay Baker
Martha Banks
Kim Barker
Geraldine Barston
Rosemarie Bates
Mary M. Beach
Amy and Tom Bell
Elizabeth and Eric Benedict
Doris Bobik
Lamar Boll
Laura and John Boulton
Penelope Bowers
Karen and Al Briganti
Pat and Dieter Bruhn
Rose Buch
Jorge Cabrera-Rosete
Gail Calder
James A. Calka
Geri and John Callahan
Susan Cameron
Michael Carusi
Roseann Casolo
Theresa Castro
Mr. and Mrs. D. Chang
Anna Chase
Deborah Corrente
Ann Cotter
Carol Coutts
Noberto Cruz
Courtney and Brad Darby
Susan and John Davidson
Vincent De Laurentis, Jr.
Angelina Desai
Susan and John Doelp
Sylvia D’Ottavio
Susan and Dan Drake
Ann Dubbs
Rose Ann and Lowell Eastland
Marlene J. Eldridge
Susan and Donald Fahey
Debbie and Brian Feighery
Ann Ferris
Maureen Finnegan
Janet and Robert Firmery
Barbara and James Fletcher
Jennifer and Graham Foster
Lindy and Len Fox
Maria Galeano
Holly and David Galper
Dona and Alex Garnett
Assunto and Vincent Gentile
Joan and Henry Gioiella
Josephine Gleeson
Debra Goll
Janet and Thomas Griffin
Olga and Tom Haack
Walter Hackett
Karen and Michael Haley
Pinky Haydock
Susan and Theodore Helms
Melisssa Hepburn
Helen Ierardi
The Jabara Family
Clare G. Joy
Donna and Henry Kelly
Mary Kiett
Rebecca and Robert Kling

Eleanor Kochis
Ann Marie and Walter Kvinge
Kelly and Greg Lesko
Sandra Lovegrove
Joseph Magliari
Phyllis A. Mallozzi
Isabel Maquilon
Elisabeth Marrocolla
Janice Marzano
George Mason
Carrie and Frank Maturo
Thomas Maye
Gebby and Sandy McDonald
Nancy McLaughlin
Jean and Al Metayer
Harriett and Joe Miceli
Lucille Miner
Josephine Mitchell
Pat Montanaro
Marie-Jeanne Moore
Linda and Seth Morton
Madeleine Mueller
Josie Mullen
Cheryl Olson
Sally Owen
Margie Pace
Beth Paris
Cynthia C. Pierce
Betsy Pierpont
Bette Pietsch
Daniel Poccia
Maureen and Richard Poli
Kate and Justin Polselli
Sheila and Melvin Prince
Donna Rajczewski
Ali Ramsteck
Lois Ann Rinaldi
Frank Rosenberry
Carolyn Rusiackas
Phyllis Ryan
Jane M. Schmidt
Jeanne and Per Sekse
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Shergalis
Joan Simms
Louise Simonsen
Carol A. Smith
Rodger F. Smith
Karen Spivey
Andrew Stasik
Libby and Bill Stowell
William Turkel
Lorraine Valandra
William R. Van Loan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jan H. van Nierop
Peter Wheelock
Laurie and Richard Williamson
Suzanne and Dick Wilsey
Deb and Seth Wohlberg
Nancy Zengo

BUSINESS AND  
COMMUNITY 

BENFACTOR
The Darien Foundation
Stamford Rotary Trust Fund

PATRON
First County Bank Foundation
J. McLaughlin

SUPPORTER
Board of Christian Outreach at  
   First Congregational Church of  
   Darien
Compass Cares
Darien Rotary Club
James G. Diette, DDS Darien  
   Family Dental Care, LLC

DONOR
Dance on the DL
Stop & Shop Community  
   Bag Program

MATCHING GIFTS
Bank of America
Blackbaud
CSC
MBIA Foundation
The Meredith Corporation
Pitney Bowes

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Gladys Costello by 
   Laura Moon

Alice T. Cotton by 
   Evelyn T. Gallaer

Joan Davis by 
   Anonymous 
   Sharon Giglio 
   Betsy and David Harris 
   Miriam Holden 
   League of Women Voters of Darien 
   Cozata Solloway 
   Abbe Young

Anthony M. DeVito Jr. by 
   Anthony M. DeVito III

Mary and John Droney by 
   Susan and Bill Shannon

David Dyer by 
   Mary Jo and Robert Dyer

John Feder by 
   Joyce Savery

Anna and John Franko by 
   Julie Franko

Jennifer Geddes by 
   Kathy and Peter Kenyon

Gunnar Kramm by 
   Kristen Ball

Alice and John Otis by 
   Virginia S. Otis

Robert Perske by 
   Martha Perske

Peter Salvatore Conetta by 
   Cynthia C. Pierce

Carmela Sobia by 
   Sylvia D’Ottavio

Marc Thorne by 
   Barbara Thorne

George and Mark Zengo by 
   Nancy Zengo

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Peter Carnes by 
   Betsy and Jim Kelly 
   Marianne and Dick Paterniti

Sabine Goering by 
   Maggie and Bob Marchesi

S.E. Henderson Jr. by 
   Lisa and Robert Rosenbloom

Margie Pace by 
   The Russell Family

Alison Wright by 
   The Alden-Wright Foundation, Inc

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORS  
BY SUPPORTING AT HOME IN DARIEN

The majority of our funding comes from members of the Darien 
community. We count on your donations to help us serve  
Darien’s seniors. Please send your gift to At Home In Darien,  
2 Renshaw Road, Darien, CT 06820 or you can donate online at  
www.athomeindarien.org, or contact our office for information 
about making a donation of securities.  

Please consider including At Home In Darien in your estate plans.

At Home In Darien is a private, non-profit 501c3 organization, and 
contributions are tax-deductible.


